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Beriyth— Relationship

The Covenant...

Yahweh'’s relationship with Abram began with theserds: “Indeed (wa),
Yahuweh spoke(‘famar — communicatedyith ('el) ‘Abram (‘Abram- from‘ab
— father, anduwm — to rise up and to be held in high esteeiwWalk out of
(halak min— proceed away from, come out of, and journey frgoyr country
(‘atah ‘erets— your land, place, realm and world in a regioraise)and away
from (min) your relatives (‘atah moledeth -your kin and family, your birthplace
and originsland away from (min) your father’s (‘ab) house(bayith— home and
household)to God’s (‘el — into the Mighty One’syealm (‘erets— land, place,
and countrywhich by relationship (‘asher) | will show you and provide (ra’ah
— allow you to see, inspect, consider, and findgtiein).” (Genesis 12:1)

“Yahweh communicated with Abram.” God, the sourtexistence and life,
talked with a man named father. Beyond the confiitnahat God exists and that
He is interested in man, one has to be sitting loa eédge of their seat in
anticipation of what He was going to say, to ask We are at the precipice of
knowing the answer to the secondmost important taqpresn the universe. The
first has already been answered: does God exist?s€hond is: what does He
want?

Yahweh wanted Abram to leave his world, his plaus, people, and his
family and come to God’s place, family, and peopl& are talking about choice
and separation—two of the most important, albédteel, concepts in Scripture. It
is the question Yahweh calls on all of us to answuteis the reason we were
created with freewill. Love requires choice. Areuygoing to cling to and adore
the things of man—your house, land, and nation,trislitions, politics, and
religions—or are you willing to leave them to bé apart unto God, choosing to
become part of His family. In whose world do yowake to live?



You'll notice that Yahuweh introduced Himself byme. That is significant
because it is what one does when they are interastdorming a personal
relationship. Abram was on a first name basis Wiahweh, as should we.

Central to understanding this passage is that Alsraiaime is based oab,
the first and most important word in the Hebrewider. It means “father.” This
name, as is the case with all of Yahuweh’s monijkprevides us with a word
picture, a metaphor which serves to frame the akrgsue of this conversation.
The Covenant is about establishing a father-cemanaily, one “which will be
raised up” to live with our Heavenly Father, etdélsnabiding with the one we are
“to hold in high esteem.” Said another way, Yahwes lots of titles (God,
Creator, Savior, Messiyah, and King of Kings), h# one He covets most is
Father. God wants to adopt us, care for us, beadgtengaged in our lives and
grow with us. In fact, the need for a father andhmg and their unique roles in
perpetuating, nurturing, protecting, and enjoyiiig, lwere designed into human
nature, so that we would be better able to retatéathweh’s purpose.

The importance ofab/father is the reason Yahshua suggested that wddsho
begin our conversations with God by saying: “Outheég who exists in heaven,
set apart is your name...” Simply stated, the whol8aripture is about creating a
familial relationship with God as our Heavenly Fath

This passage tells us that the Covenant was mtiatith words.'Amar
suggests that Abram was talking with Yahuweh amtl @od answered him. This
“conversational” aspect of the Covenant will congnwith each successive
meeting. Further, “walking” with God is the only Havior which trumps
communication when it comes to the Covenant. Yahweh only wants us
upright and moving, He wants us to journey with Horthe Promised Land. And
more than that, He wants us to walk away from thiegs of man—especially
human traditions, politics, and religions.

The Hebrew woranin, meaning “out of and away from” is used three snre
this verse. That means that Yahuweh wants His pesgplaratedrom the realm
of deceptive, destructive, desolate, and damningmds—the very things He
sought to obliterate in the deluge. To be with Hwe must first come out of
moledeth:“the dire circumstances associated with the placemere born.” We,
like Abram, must come out of Babylon—the most pdulerpolitical, and
religious community on earth.

In Revelation, still speaking of tifg/hore of Babylon,” which is a metaphor
for man’s demonic politicized religious schemesh3¥faua says‘Come out of
her My people so that you do not participate in hesins, and so that you do
not receive her plagues.”(Revelation 18:4) Every religion on earth, and mos
especially Roman Catholicism, is based upon MysBafylon. In fact, almost



every tapping, ritual, ceremony, and holiday in Ho#itism is rooted in
Babylonian paganism. And since other Christiangretis deviate only slightly
from Roman Catholicism, they too are plagued.

Ur of the Chaldees, the town in which Abram livedas under Babylon’s
dominion. Its people prostrated themselves to Sat#ime guise of the sun, moon,
earth, and stars. Ba’al, the sungod, was Lord, tBim,national lunar deity, was
worshiped as divine, and Ishtar, a mother-earthdgssl, was revered as the
Mother of God. Easter began here. And Allah was#m first false god to be
revered in this part of the world under the symifa crescent moon.

But it is worse than that. The notions of contrajlipeople through religion, of
bowing down, of worship, of fearing, of gathering &unday, of calling God
Lord, of the Madonna and Child, of praying to saindf infant baptism, of holy
water, of Lent, of Easter, of celebrating the ngtjand even the graven image of
the cross, are all direct derivatives of the Babida religion Yahweh was calling
Abram, and through him, us, from. Today that meaasnust leave the Church
and the religion of Christianity, as they are ptuby this Whore.

The word for “house” used in the Genesis 12:1 pgssand throughout
Scripture, is tellingBayith (mz2 or byth), meaning “home,” anteriyth (n-12 or
bryth), meaning “covenant relationship,” differ only in tlaeldition of an “r.”
They are related concepts. The relationship islfainifhe Covenant is all about
building a home based upon marriage, upon fathethen, and children, upon
husband and wife. The purpose of theriythcovenant is for us to live in
Yahuweh’sbayitthome, adopted into His family.

While I'm not an expert on such things, the Hebfetter Bethis said to mean
“house.” The letterReshmeans “head.” The consonant-vowébd is “hand,”
representing “power and authority.” And théau means “mark.” Thus the
BRYTCovenant is the house of Yahweh. He is the hedldeofamily. Those who
bear His mark, His name, are invited to live theéxed we arrive by way of His
outstretched hand, His power and authority. We camet there on our own
volition.

There is very little consensus among translatorh@n to renderasher in
this verse or any other. It is one of my favoritebirfew words because it is the
term which motivated me to stop trusting humanitiaas, and to start relying
exclusively on the Spirit and the Word. What | digered along the way is that
by using‘asher, which denotes relationship, Yahuweh was assogatimself
with Abram and also with the place to where He weeding him. God was
saying that the purpose of asking Abram to comeodlBabylon was to form a
relationship. Beindasherlinked to God, connects us to the Promised Land—to
eternity in Yahweh’'s home.



Our Heavenly Father went on to sdl:will make of you (‘asah ‘atah-—
fashion and accomplish, perform and produce throygin) a great, mighty,
powerful, and abundant, even affluent(gadowl — important and enabled,
empowered and distinguished, majestic and hondnegh in magnitude and
extent, and exceedingly wealthyjation of people (gowy — population of
Gentiles) | will kneel down and adore you(barak— go down, greet, and bless
you).” (Genesis 12:2)

God was going to do all the work. Abram would siyngle a willing
implement. It is the way Yahweh has elected toradewith humankind—even
up until this day. He first calls us, introducesiself, and then makes His request
known. We have the option of saying yes or no. \AMfe @ven negotiate the terms
and conditions of the deployment. Then, if we agtee serve, Yahweh
accomplishes His mission through us, even in spiteis. The words you are
reading now are the product of such an engagement.

There is one glaring exception to Yahweh's proggntd work through
ordinary men. Yahweh Himself, saved us. It wasahe job He did not delegate
or even fulfill through an ordinary human implemehhe Messiyah Yahshua was
and is the diminished human manifestation of Yahhshua is Yahweh reducing
Himself inside a three dimensional human vesseloiméng corporeal, in a desire
to facilitate an eternal spiritual relationship.

One of the most interesting words in this openiagsage igadowl.It is from
gadal meaning “to nurture and grow, to become importartt great, to promote
and do powerful and praiseworthy things, to be nfeggh” As mortal humans we
are rather limited, very fragile, even weak. Lifeshort and we are small. Yet
time is eternal and the universe is big—as is G&al.to live with Him, God
magnifies us, making us ever more like Him. Thidum enables us to explore
and enjoy the vastness of His creation.

There are two extraordinarily significant concepisted at here. First, the
purpose of the covenant relationship is to gronhv@od. And that means God
grows in addition to us. If you think about it,sithe only rational reason for us to
exist.

| realize that this is a very difficult concept forost people to fathom. Most
want God to be all-knowing and omnipresent. Yethbof these ideas are
inconsistent with Scripture and reason. While Gad be most anywhere He
wants to be and can know most everything He waatskriow, Yahweh
specifically tells us that He can no longer seeremall our sins once we are
adorned with His Garment of Light. And God canmxisein the Abyss, the place
of separation, by definition.



These things being known, since the purpose ofli@melationships is to
grow together, it's evident that God wants to gnith us. If nothing else, our
interactions with Him are enjoyable, adding pleable experiences to His
existence, just as children augment our lives, ngakiem better.

The second profound thought is that the purposehef Covenant is to
magnify humankind. When we are accepted into Yafsvebme, He empowers
us, increasing our dimensions and energy whichnm tnakes us more like Him.

Continuing to peruse Yahweh’'s terminolodyarak lies at the heart of the
single most misunderstood concept in the Covenaettiically, and in Scripture
as a whole. It means “to kneel dowBd&rak says that rather than us getting down
on our knees to worship God, Yahweh knelt dowroirelto bless and benefit us.
Yahshua is Yahweh on His knees. The message is:b@aiddown for us so that
we could stand with Him. That is the majesty ofthkiory. It's the purpose for
which we were created—the central theme of God’'ssdVdhe moment you
grasp the full implication of God bowing down befars so that we could stand
with Him, you'll yadaYahweh.

Let me state this as clearly as words allow: Go@sdoot want to be
worshiped. He does not want His family to bow doiefore Him. Barak
kneeling down, is how God enables us to stand the process He uses to bring
us into His presence so that He can magnify uss iBhtis end of this bargain.

In this initial invitation into theberiyth Covenant, the association has been
defined. God asks us to consider Him as our fatlbich is why He presents
Himself getting down on His knees to hold our handpok us in the eyes, and to
share the comforting words with His children.

Yahweh's words have already shattered many illssicand we are just
beginning. Normally, when referring to Yahuwdym,tt@ Children of Yisra'el,
to the folks we call “Jews,” Yahweh us@sn, which means “family” in addition
to “people.” Yet in Genesis 12:2, He selectgivy, which refers to “Gentiles,”
those who by definition are not “Jews” racially. dAwhile I've renderedyowy
“people and nations,” this is overly kind. Gowy arsually heathens, foreigners
and pagans. It's not a flattering term.

The reason that this is significant is that the &wnt established with Abram
was designed to magnify all people, not just Je@sd has always been
concerned about saving lost sheep. And who neadsgsenore than heathens?
Further, in a more limited sense, Abram would gd®father far more Gowyim
than Yahuwdym. Ishmael, in particular, is notewgythecause according to the
wannabe prophet Muhammad, he was patriarch of Iskarawing that he would
claim as much, Yahweh had this to say of Ishmael lais offspring, today’'s
Jihadists:



“He shall be a wild assof a man. His handwill be against everyone and
everyone’s hand will be against him. And he will ire in the presence of
howling jackals (‘foah — wild desert killers who scream, fiery companiaviso
inflict woe, countrymen who are enraged acting lijj@ping hyenas, relatives
who are despondent, and brothers who inflict ifjtirgGenesis 16:12)

The consequence of living outside the family of Weh, is hinted at within
the etymological roots of the terrGowyis the base ofjewiyg meaning “dead
body, carcass, and corpse.” As history would unfoddatively few of Abram’s
descendants would be magnified. They would remarpses, just as before the
Covenant, and outside the Covenant, we were akimgdead.

Continuing the conversation, Yahweh confirmed thatway of Abram’s
name (“the father who uplifts”), that He would causs to become more than
what we are without Him?l will nurture and magnify through (gadal —
nourish and rear, cause to grow and lift up, empamel do great things by way
of) your name (shem- your designation, your mark and renowru shall exist
as (hayal) the voice of excellence, as the vow which promotpsosperity and
peace, as the oath which bless@sarakah— the source of something sought after
and obtained, as the formula for relationship hasnanifestation of the gift of the
One who kneels down in adoration and who bringeyngnt and goodness)
(Genesis 12:2) The “oath which blesses” is the Gaxe

Since Abram’sshem or “personal and proper name” defines Yahweh's as
the “father who lifts up,” we discover that by kiieg down, God nurtures and
magnifies us. He nourishes and rears us. He Iftapuand empowers us. Abram
was a beneficiary of these things, and throughGloigenant, so are we.

While Abraham’s name was made great, that wasnifgignt to God and to
the man. By way of example, there is no such tlaisgn “Abrahamic religion.”
Abram had a relationship with Yahweh—nothing marething less. The man
served as an example and as a conduit. That is Heowecame a “blessing.”
Abram was the embodiment of the voice and vow od.Go this regard, Islam’s
allegation that the Qur’an is somehow the “religggrAbraham” is utterly absurd,
and is one of thousands of examples of how thgiogeliproves itself false by
contradicting the very Scripture it upon which atsles its validity.

The next verse is among many which are poorly netteln it, galal and
‘arar are both rendered “curse” in all English biblensiations. By so doing, the
message is lost. That said, the positive messatije dteginning of the passage is
clear and directi will kneel down and adore, blessing(barak) those who bless
and adore you...” This is Yahweh’s promise, His vow, His plan of sdign.
Those who adore the Covenant made with Abram, tinse accept Yahweh as
their Father, those who love God, will be blessed adored in return. Over the



next 1,500 pages, Yahweh will flesh out this messagesenting it to us in every
way imaginable, showing us every wondrous facet.

But, it isn’'t all good news. There is another opti@another choice, and
therefore a different consequence. For love totgp@or choices must exist.

Yet, before we examine the alternative, you shémlow that this passage is
not extant in the Qumran scrolls so | cannot beageras to whethegalal or
‘arar, represents the choice versus the consequenceefdtes | am going to
present the passage both ways. At issue is howprttreouns are applied to the
verbs.

Although | doubt it, God could be sayifg:.and he who recedes from you,
slights and diminishes you, disdains and despisesyy, trivializes you, holding
you in low esteem(qgalal — trifles with you, shows no regard for you, and
demeans you, he who views you with contempt, censid you of little account,
superficially viewing you as insignificant) will invoke a curse upon with the
intent to harm him (‘arar — vow to injure him, bring misfortune upon hi)
(Genesis 12:3) That isn’t consistent with the méghe message, so | don't think
it's accurate.

More likely: “... and | will recede from, slight, trifle with, and diminish
(qalal — view as worthless and insignificant, trivializ®d show no regard for,
despise and disdain, treat with contempt, hold aw lesteem, nullify, omit,
reduce, decrease, diminish, and terminatg) who curses you(‘arar — invokes
harm or injures you; threatens, entraps, bindsjspes, and oppresses you by
way of a religious vow) (Genesis 12:3) Those who curse the Covenant and
people associated with it, invoking harm on thenil fmd God receding from
them, having no regard for them.

| love the contrast and surprise in these vershs. domparison is between
gadal that which “promotes growth, nourishes, magnjfi@sd empowers,” and
galal, the inverse of those things—the disdain for amdimdshment of” people.
Life is about growing. That which does not growesdi Even Yahweh lives to
grow and grows to live. It is one of the many remsdle created man and
envisioned the Covenant relationship. We are amteng to Him. To our
Heavenly Father we are a source of great joy ansfaetion, just as our children
are to us.

Like most dads, | have grown tremendously through éxperiences and
discussions | have shared with my sons. The sartmedsvith God. To think that
God cannot grow is to limit Him. Something that sla®t grow is by definition
finite. And to miss the connection between growthd all living things is to miss
the promise of the Covenant.



The surprise in this verse is hidden beneath trenetranslation ofalal and
of the misidentification of cause and effect. Propeendered, the passage reveals
one of the least understood and yet most impodantepts in Yahweh’s Word.
The consequence of choosing not to love God ietdilminished to nothingness.
It is to have one’s soul seen as worthless andnifgant.

God did not say that He was going to “curse” thab® don’t love Him, His
Covenant, or His people. He did not say that He gaasg to roast all who don’t
adore Him and His chosen in hell. He simply saat thyou don’t value Him, He
won’t value you. The souls of those who die with@acepting Yahuweh's
“source of blessings, His Covenant gift, the Onewheels down in adoration
and promotes life and growth” will bgalal—"to be nullified and reduced to
nothingness.” It will be as if they were never hdtnsn’t that God despises them;
it's that He doesn’t know them.

There are three choices and three destinationBuoran souls presented in
Scripture. The souls who adore Yahweh and who ac¥ahshua’s gift as
manifest in the Covenant will live forever in Godi®®me as members of His
family. Those who make no choice, those who hatle liegard for God, those
who dismiss His Covenant, those who never leavdaihen state of the place of
their birth (its traditions, politics, and religisp will simply cease to exist. When
they die, their souls will be diminished, dissighieto nothingness.

That is not to say that there is no place of pelgdedinguish. There is. And one
earns this fate by leading souls away from Yahuaeti His Covenant. Those
who lift up and carry forth the doctrines of dedeptand death (religion and
politics) will suffer the same fate as the demaosyirit they serve. They know
much of what Yahweh has revealed in His Word, agidlyey have chosen to not
only act in opposition to it, but they have alsawin others away from God in the
process. Yahweh tells us that this is an unfordevahn.

This teaching is repeated hundreds of times inp&me, with each passage
showing a different aspect of the same reality.v@ole we have been introduced
to the subject here, | don’t expect you to agreth wiy conclusions at this stage,
but only to be prepared for and open to what Yahw#hhave to say about the
various fates which await souls, and what one rdagb earn them.

That said, | want you to confront an uncomfortatacept. A god who would
say, “Love me or I'm going to torture you forevevbduld not only engender fear,
rather than love; he would be sadistic. The religiootion that every soul goes
either to heaven or to hell is either wrong, or thBgious portrait of god is
wrong.

Still speaking to Abram, Yahweh, the Father of @ovenant, promiseSAnd
through you all (kol) the families and classes of peoplgnishpachah- nations



and racespf the earth (‘fadamah —those who are of the same substance as
‘Adam) shall be adored and blesse(barak — enjoy the benefit of Me kneeling
down in adorationy (Genesis 12:3) The only one who knelt down, adoaad,
blessedeveryoneon earth, regardless of race or nation, was Yalshah-
Saves. Yahweh was announcing the arrival and nmssithe Messiyah.

Upon hearing these words, Abram left his ancesiwateland, Ur, the ancient
capital of Sumer, the first civilization on earthe realm of the Babylonians and
Assyrians. He traveled north, according to Script@ong the River Euphrates.
With his wife, father, and nephew, he eventuallit khe safety of the great
waterway and turned west, crossing today’s Syraaertering the most important
place on earth—the Promised Land. The route he, @t the places he visited,
have all been confirmed by archeologists. Yahw&¥sd is grounded.

“So Abram went as Yahweh had asked him...”(Genesis 12:4) In the
Promised Land, Abram formed a covenant relationstith God and became
Abraham. His people would be called Yahuwdym—theg® belong to Yah.
And thus began the longest running and most impbdema in human history.

It all started because Abram accepted Yahweh’sation. He listened to God
and then engaged. By walking with God, Abram adedntie work and mission
of Yahweh. Many souls were added to our Heaventidts eternal family as a
direct result of Abram’s willingness to listen t@Mwveh'’s voice and respond.

The same thing happens today, albeit in a more stogay. In the midst of
my secular life, engaged in the modern-day versioBabylon, Yahweh spoke to
me, asking if | were willing to expose and condelslam—Satan’s most overt
religion. God’s voice resonated from within, emamgtfrom the Spirit who
resides within me. | told Yahuweh that | was wiljjnso long as He agreed to
accomplish the mission with me. | would not walkvaork alone, something He
did not require of me or of Abram. And like Abraftmy being faithful to the
calling and by completing the initial request, Isagiven a promotion. Today |
serve God in a far more enjoyable undertaking—éhatitnessing to His Word.

In this regard, the fourth verse goes on to say Almmam was “seventy-five”
when he came out of the influence of Babylon. leser too late to serve.

There is a prophetic confirmation we should consithich is relevant to
Yahweh’s admonition. Ponder the plight of the madiavho disregarded these
words and who invoked harm on the Jews. They aee Ganaanites, the
Philistines, the Phoenicians, the Hittites, the @@ys, the Assyrians, the
Babylonians, the Greeks, the Romans, and then @madnd Ottoman Muslims.
Only two of these nations exist today and theypowerless and impoverished.
Moreover, in the past century, the Chosen Peopte vaaged by the Germans—
the losers of the last two world wars. They arepdesl by the French and by the



Russians—Germany’s victim twice over and the ladehe cold war. And let us
not forget the Middle Eastern Islamic nations. y=oihe of the fifty-two most
hellish places to live on earth, the least freasteivil, least prosperous, and most
violent, are controlled by Islam—a religion bornaiti-Semitism.

When Yahweh makes a promise, he keeps it.

* % %

Abram’s second of seven meetings with the Creatouwed in the place we
call Israel.“Then Yahuweh appeared to(ra’ah ‘el — became visible to and was
beheld by)‘Abram. He said (‘amar — promised) ‘To your seed (zera’ —
offspring and descendants, family and rdagiye (natan— bestow, grant, devote,
ascribe, assign, and entrutst)s land (‘erets— ground, country, place, region, and
realm) So he built (banah— constructed and establisheat) altar (mizbeh—
place for expressing appreciatidhgre to Yahuweh who had appearedra’ah
— revealed Himselfjo him.” (Genesis 12:7)

One of the many things God gave to Abraham andléscendants was the
strip of land we call Israel. Since He created iiyas His to give. All other claims
to this land, and that would include the so-cafledlestinians,” are without merit.
And while | understand that one of Abraham’s soms Wwshmael, Yahweh was
most diligent in specifying the heirs to whom thev€nant and gifts applied.

In the next verse, we learn that Abram moved tontleeintains which served
as the “House of God,” a synonym for tBeriyth/Covenant. Today, Bethel is just
below what has become Jerusalem. Yahweh'’s cityasitsng the mountains of
Zion, Olives, and Moriah‘From (min) there (san) he moved to (‘atag —
proceeded and advanced thg eternal (gedem— ancient or eastermiountain
(har), toward (la — among and neathe House of God(bayith ‘el — home and
family, household of the Mighty Oneggnd stretched out(natah— spread out and
extended, pitchedhis tent (‘ohel — portable dwelling and homéetween the
eternal (geden) waters (yam and ruin (‘ay — desolation and destructiorAnd
there he built an altar to Yahuweh and called out(gara’ — summoned and
proclaimed, said and read aloudahuweh’s personal and proper name
(shen).” (Genesis 12:8)arushalemmeans: “the foundation and source which
protects, nourishes, renews, and saves.” It idlinele between living waters of
the sea on one side and the lifeless desolatitimeadesert on the other.

God wants us to pitch our tent next to His. He wantcamp out together—
literally. That is why “Camping Out’/Sukah repreternhe culmination of the
seven Migra'ey/Called-Out Assemblies. And like amther camping trip, His
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version of fun is hanging together, telling storiskaring ideas, exploring the
world around us, and reveling in each others compate’ll break bread
together, sip some good wine (He’s been known tkemg, enjoy the warmth
and light of a roaring fire, and ponder the majesityife and the universe. God
wants to spend quality time apart from work, rethxest hanging out, shooting
the breeze.

Yahweh's Migra’ of Sukah, meaning “Shelters” but shaften rendered
“Tabernacles,” is based exclusively on this premlisés a celebratory feast in
which Yahweh and man are predicted to pitch teogether and camp out for
one-thousand years beginning on the Sabbath oMihea’ of Tabernacles in
2033—6000 years after the fall of Adam.

‘Ohel mo’ed was the name Yahweh gave to His Tabernacle duitieg
Exodus.‘Ohel is from ‘ahal, meaning “to be clear, to shine, and to refleghtl’”
When we pitch our tent alongside God’s home, welmecpart of His family. In
fact, we become His tabernacle. As a result, weatadis light, becoming a
beacon of clarity in a confused and dark world.

Incidentally, if Abram had lived under the dominiah rabbis in the first
century CE when Yahshua came to this place, hednaave been put to death for
saying Yahuweh’'s name after making the alter. By tinst century, the life-
giving covenant relationship, and camping out tbget had deteriorated to
become a stifling and deadly religion under thepaues of men. And while they
no longer have the power to Kill people for viatatitheir papal edits, the Roman
Catholic Church has also officially banned the os¥ahweh’s name.

* % %

The third meeting between Yahuweh and Abram alsgabewith a
conversation. The man who had shared words with, @od who had walked
with God, had proven himself worthy of continuing serve as Yahweh's
implement. So after the patriarch’s successfulrjeyrfrom Ur to Haran and then
to the Promised Land, after his visit with a pharao Egypt, after his return to
Canaan and separation from Lot, after his rescueobfrom Chedorlaomer, and
after Melchizedek’s blessing, we heakfter (‘achar — following and pertaining
to) these (‘el-len) words (dabarym — conversations and matters involving
communication; messages and newshe Word (dabar of Yahuweh
(n1n,YHWH) came to exist with (hayah ‘e) ‘Abram (‘abram — father who
uplifts) in the form of a visual and illuminating revelation (machazeh- as a
celebration of enlightening communication which dsnbeheld and visualized;
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as a window or aperture constructed for the purpds#ooding an area with
light), saying(‘amar — promising and answering, claiming and avow;jngp not

be awed(yare’ ‘al — do not be frightened or intimidateédoram. | am (‘anokiy)
your defender and shield (magen— your refuge, the one who covers and
surrounds you, protecting you, shielding and deiingeyou) | am your reward
(sakar— payment for passage, generous father and dqueRegho will make
many increase and grow greafrabah— multiply and thrive, becoming greater
than they areln power and strength (ma’od— exceedingly abundant with regard
to energy and force, capacity and abilityYGenesis 15:1)

Of the 2,500 timedabaris found in the Old Covenant, it is used as a n@sn
in word) 1,400 times, and as a verb (aspoké 1,100 times. More amazing than
the frequency, is the diversity. There are more th20 different English words
required to convey the full meaning @dbar. Some are synonyms, many are not.
The only common denominator is that they all convay sense of
“‘communication,” because that is the essence oCtheenant.

Another wonderful word in Genesis 15:1 n&chezehmeaning “light and
window,” the “facility of sight,” and a “vision wieh reveals and enlightens.” God
is light and His words provide a portal through @rhive can see Him. Scripture
enlightens us, revealing God’s nature and plsiachezehis from chazah
providing an even clearer picture of the purpos¢hefvisit. It conveys: “to see
and to perceive, to look upon, behold, experieand, understand,” as well as “to
prophesy and provide witness to that which has beesaled.” These are some of
the many ways according to the passage that Gock rhigsl Word known to
Abram.

A little further down in the verse we finchagen meaning “defender.” The
same consonants which comprise it can be vocalizsgen and thereby express
“favor, gift, and present.” Salvation is a gift @bd; His protection is an unearned
favor. This gift is sakar—the payment Yahshua offered as a ransom, the
recompense He rendered, the fare He paid, theceee provided. It is why He
alone is the Father's Doorkeeper. The path to peeagbes through Him.

Chatting with God for the third time had to be e¢xg, and the promises were
grand,“But ‘Abram said (‘amar) to Yahuweh, the father and head of the
family (‘eden— the upright pillar of the tabernacléyvhat am | to be given
(mah natap? | walk (halak — journey)childless (‘aryry — without a son or
daughter)and the heir to my household is ‘Eli'ezer of Damespg™ (Genesis
15:2) (Rather than disrupt this conversation withaaalysis ofeden instead of
the Masoreticadonay, we’ll table it until the next meeting between Gadd
Abram.) And while it's not particularly insightfulEli'ezer is from‘el and‘ezer,
meaning the “one who helps God.” He was one of Alsaassociates who had
hailed from Damascus.
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“Abram said (‘amar), ‘But (hineh), you have given me noseed or
offspring (zera), no son (ber), no family (beiyth, and no heir (yaras.”
(Genesis 15:3) But besides that, it's been funteigatith you.

“Now behold (wa hinel),” Yahweh replied (dabar to him. ‘I'm saying
that this man shall not be your heir. On the contray (lym — as a concession)
your (‘atah) brand (kiy — mark and identity, natureyour blessed relation
(‘fasher) shall come forth (yatsa’— be delivered and be produced asource of
life (me’iym— a gusher of liquid which springs forthibm (min — out of)you
(‘fatah), and he will be your heir (yarag.” (Genesis 15:4) There was a child on
the way, but that was just the beginnitynd He took him outside and said,
‘Look at (nabat— gaze upon and obsentkg heavengsamayim- sky, universe,
and starspnd count the number of(sapar— take a census of thsfars (kobah
if (im) you are ableto grasp (yakol — capable of recognizinghe quantity
(sapar — number and count)He promised, ‘This will be (hayal) your seed
(zera’— offspring and descendants, extended fanfiilyf{senesis 15:5)

Abram was childless and homeless and God was delfim that his
descendants would be as numerous as the stars whbigld be seen and
counted—in other words, he’d go from none to mito Whether you count
Abraham’s direct descendants (the children of theenant), or the beneficiaries
of the covenant (Yahweh'’s adopted children), thiswber is in the millions.

“And he considered and determined(hasab— thought, reasoned, judged,
and regardedYahuweh to be reliable and trustworthy (‘faman — dependable)
just and right (tsadagah- a truthful, vindicating saviot) (Genesis 15:6) Abram
did what we are encouraged to do—trust Yahweh.

So God responded:Then He affirmed to him, ‘1 am (‘aniy) Yahuweh
who for the purpose of a blessed and joyous relatiship (‘asher) asked you
to come out(yasa) of ‘Ur (‘ur — meaning: the burning heap in the region of the
rising sun, a.k.a., Satan’s realmi the Kasdym (kasdym— meaning: land of
sages, fortune tellers, magicians, and astrologekss., Babylonjo give you this
land (‘erets— region, place, and realm$ an inheritance.” (Genesis 15:7)

Ur was the capital city of Sumer, the world’s oldksown civilization—the
birthplace of language, politics, and religion.tA¢ time of this discussion, it was
part of Babylon, the ancient world’s most resoltegligious, and most power
hungry and brutal society. Its rituals and tradisadominate the trappings and
ceremonies in all of the world’s religions todayercity itself was at the mouth
of the Euphrates River, and on what we call thsiBerGulf, in today’s Iraq.

To confirm that Yahweh considered the Kasdym, titemated “Chaldeans”
to be part of Babylon, in Ezekiel 12:13, we reaal tilBabylon is the land of the
Kasdym™of sages, fortune tellers, magicians, and asteskg
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Yahweh'’s first and last request as it pertainsht® €Covenant is to leave
Babylon. It is in both Genesis and Revelation. Uptimreturn we read: “Babylon
is fallen, is fallen.” And while Babylon finally sgumbing in the waning days of
the Tribulation is great news, it means that tlgady of Babylon—its religious,
political, academic, militaristic, and economic tgyss—must still be in play
today. And so they are; they can still be founddday’s most prevalent and
powerful religious political, academic, militaristiand economic institutions.

Like any one of us, Abram looked to God for somefiation: “So he said,
‘Yahuweh, father and upright one (‘feden— the pillar and head of the family)
how am | to know (yada’ — be made aware of and understand, recognize and
confirm) that I am an heir?” (Genesis 15:8) The answer Yahweh provided was
complex, and I'm not sure | even understand it. Btiat's important, is that
Yahweh provided Abram with an answer he understood.

Here is what happenedHe said to him, ‘Obtain a heifer (eglah —
adolescent female cowhree (shalowsh- third in a series, and probably meaning
a three-year-old cow)a female goat(‘ez), three years old (shalowsh, a ram
(‘ayil — a male sheep or lamlhree years old, a dove (towr) and a young bird
(goza).’

“He obtained them all. He cut them in two(batar — divided them)n the
middle (tavek and he offered both halvegbether— parts and pieces3houting
out (rea’) issuinga summons, inviting a special guedgara’ysh), calling out
an invitation with a thunderous voice. The birds wee not cut in half.”
(Genesis 15:9-10)

There was going to be a feast in his honor, so Wbmavited the most
important individual in his life: Yahweh. In thissting, the ram, as a sacrificial
male lamb, represented the Messiyah. The dove gepred the Set-Apart Spirit.
And thegozalwas selected to demonstrate the Spirit's purpebeh is to cover
and care for Her young. The only other use of #rentwas in Deuteronomy
32:11, where God painted a word picture of His mmatienature.

While cutting the heifer, goat (representative of),sand ram might seem
gruesome to us, the purpose was three-fold. Fast, wants us to know that sin
and separation are serious, and that they leadathdSecond, the Covenant is all
about choice—choosing with whom you want to as$eciand third, God likes
to party. If you are going to have a feast, sommals are going to be sacrificed.

“W hen birds of prey descended upon the carcasses, wam drove them
away.” Literally, he “dispersed them by blowing and stigr the air, causing a
wind.” (Genesis 15:11JAs the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
‘Abram. And behold, a great (gadolah — powerful and forceful, massively
energetic)dreaded (‘emah — terror ridden and fearfulflarkness (hasekah—
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absence of light which causes distresgjne down around him.” (Genesis
15:12) | can only assume that Satan paid Abransia and tried one last time to
seduce him to the dark side.

It's possible that the heifer represented Satanthis illustration. The
Adversary is routinely called a seductress, knowrthee “Whore of Babylon,”
especially when the fallen spirit is depicted cotmgefor human souls. And, the
image of a bull became one of Satan’s most uniV@rsages. This is due to its
animalistic power, but mostly attributable to thactf the sun crosses the
constellation of Taurus the Bull on the Vernal Egu, known as Easter, the most
revered day on pagan religious calendars.

But, it wasn’t to be, so."Yahuweh said to ‘Abram, ‘Know and be known
(yada’ — recognize and be recognizeBE aware of and acknowledgdyada’)
that your seed(zar'aka — offspring and descendantsill exist as aliens(ger —
strangers and foreigners, temporary inhabitantgrigoolitical status and rights)
in a land (‘erets — country)which isn’t theirs, reduced to servitude(‘abad —
laborers)there, and they will be afflicted (‘anah — suffer and be humbled,
oppressed and mistreatdd) four-hundred years.” (Genesis 15:13) In order to
tangibly demonstrate Yahweh's plan of salvationd &or every aspect of the
arrangement to be fulfilled on schedule, Abram’sdseould be scattered in a
rather inhospitable clime for a while—a long whilghis was required because
the benefit brought by Abraham’s seed was to repeople from human bondage
and servitude—the derivative of religious and padit indoctrination and
oppression. Also, notice in this time of testingttthe period was to be a multiple
of forty. God is consistent for many reasons, onetach is so we simple-minded
people could know Him, understand His plan, andurBgout His prophetic
timeline.

While we are on this subject, you should be awaa¢ during the past twenty
years, archeologists have found overwhelming ewéderattesting to the
fulfillment of this prophecy and to the witnesstlbé Exodus which followed. You
will find some of this evidence toward the end bé t'Matsah— Unleavened
Bread” chapter.

Continuing His prediction, Yahweh told AbrahafBut that Gentile nation
(goyw) which will reduce them to servitude[that being Egypt] | will judge
(dyn — execute judgmentAnd afterward, they [Abraham’s descendantshall
come out (yasa) with important possessions.” (Genesis 15:14) Abram’s
descendants would play a central role in a livimpagment of the Migra’'ey,
which in turn would serve as the foundation of Yahig plan of salvation.

While the Chosen People left Egypt with valuabldarial possessions, their
most important possession was that they were sa@Gai's way. Equally
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valuable, they were now not only camping out witithYthey were on the cusp of
receiving the Torah—the most important documentthie universe. And of
course, forty years later, the descendants of AbmaWwould inherit the Promised
Land—symbolic of living in our Heavenly Father’srhe.

Speaking of the Covenant, Abram would receive teeht for which it was
designed—a perfect relationship with our HeaverdyhEr.“As for you, you
shall go to your Father(‘ab) in peace, satisfied in the covenant, blessed, safe
and saved (salowm — on friendly terms, restored, renewed, and reerd
benefiting from restitution)You shall be buried prosperous(towb — beautiful
and good) gray-headed in old age(sebal.” (Genesis 15:15) In this passage,
Yahweh has inferred that the reason a man namebeffavho elevates” was
asked to form a Covenant with Yahweh and join Gothe Promised Land, was
because our Heavenly Father wanted to be Abrahdmther, saving and
satisfying him, keeping him safe and blessing memewing and rewarding him
for a very long time. It was and it remains thegose of the Covenant.

The next line is important too, as it speaks tovioéence attributed to God in
the Old Covenant'/And they [the Yisra'elites]shall return (suwb— come back
and be restoredhome here in the fourth generation(dowr rabi’i) because
indeed the iniquity, perversity, and depravity (‘awon — wickedness and
wrongdoing, liability and guiltpf the ‘Amoriy (‘famory — soothsayers and word
smiths, transliterated Amoritess not yet (lo’ ‘ad) finished or complete
(salen).” (Genesis 15:16) By usingalemafterlo’ ‘ad, God was saying that the
Amorites were “not currently beyond salvation.” lBenferring, that a time will
come when they will be, however, and that is tlesda we need to learn. There
comes a time when cultures become so perverse asttudtive morally,
sexually, religiously, politically, militaristicaji economically, academically,
communally, and socially that there is no longey hape for anyone—including
children. The Amorites were approaching this tiene] so are we.

Understanding this sad reality is essential to kngwvhy Yahweh endorsed
the annihilation of a handful of Amorite towns hetconclusion of the Exodus.
By the time these people were killed, they wereobeyhope. Their culture had
become so perverse and depraved, there was noecti@tcanyone was going to
choose right over wrong, God over the Adversaryesehsocieties had been so
poisoned with human edicts that individuals livwihin them no longer even
had the capacity to see the truth, much less utadhelrst or embrace it. In this
regard, the Amorite culture was very similar to ghocultivated by Roman
Catholics, Muslims, and Socialist Secular Humanists

While there is no hint of violence in this passagahweh’s description of the
Amorite culture 400 years hence, provides thefjaation for their annihilation.
God recognizes what modern man rejects. Toleratinilgis being intolerant of
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good. Displaying mercy toward the wicked is messlePerversity and depravity,
wickedness and wrongdoing, which rise above indiaidyuilt to societal liability,
are the product of religious and political scheniBsese dogmas thrive in the
minds and hearts of men and women. To eradicate,thee doctrines must be
exposed and condemned and their hosts must bereehoieapable of infecting
others.

At issue here is that this societyawvor/depravity reached the point that it
was “complete and full.” This “beyond hope” and ybead salvation” condition
would be tested by Abraham himself regarding Sodehen God said it would
be spared if just ten upright people could be fotlnsie.

There is something else that | don’'t want you teaniBy comparing the
opening of this passage to the thirteenth verse,fing that Yahweh has
guantified a “generation” as being 100 years. Tisamportant because Yahshua
says that the generation which witnesses world e, holocaust, worldwide
outbreaks of terrorism, global climate change (rf@stithrough increased storms,
famine, and pestilence), and the return of Jewdstael will be the same
generation which witnesses His return. In thatehitbsgs began in the 1930s and
‘40s, this monumental event cannot be far away.

This, the third meeting between Yahweh and Abrahaoncluded with:
“When the sun had gone down, and it was twilight, éhold, a portable stove
and smoker (‘asan tannuwr— fire pot for cooking, a smoker-oven for roasj}ing
and an illuminated torch of fire (lappid ‘es — portable source of lighpassed
through (‘abar) between the two halveggeze).” (Genesis 15:17) It was time to
party so God brought the barbeque and the torches.

And since partying with man was the purpose of @wenant, even the
purpose of creation'On that day, Yahweh cut the Covenant Relationship
(beriyth — relational agreementyith ‘Abram.” (Genesis 15:18) The Hebrew
word translated “cut” above lgarat It is used in this case the way two business
associates might “cut a deal.” God chose it for teasons. First, the purpose of
the Covenant was to separate God’s Chosen fromwdiniel, and set them apart
unto Him. Secondkaratis associated with circumcision, and circumcisi@uld
become the “sign of the Covenant.”

* * %

Unfortunately, Abram was a flawed and impassiorestal, not unlike most
of Yahweh'’s implements. His inpatient nature, amlwife’s insistence on self-
reliance rather than trusting God, led to an irméisen with his wife’s Egyptian
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maid. Thy byproduct of the infidelity ultimatelydeto Satan’s most depraved
religion. Ishmael’s descendants would create Islanreligion born out of hatred
for Yahweh’'s Chosen People. But that story is tbheu$ of another book—
Prophet of Doom

As this story unfolded, the moment Hagar concei&gatai became jealous.
She treated her maid so harshly she fled. In tkertleon her way to Shur, one of
Yahweh's messengers found her crying beside agpflinen the messenger
(mal'ak) of Yahweh said to her, “Your offspring will be too numerous to
count.” (Genesis 16:10) And so it would be. Today, Muslimbko claim to be
Ishmael’'s descendants, are growing in number slyafhaving an average of
seven children per father, that an accurate cessugpossible. The best guess is
that there are one billion, five-hundred milliontbem, and that as a polygamous
society, they are doubling in number every twerdgrg.

“And the messenger(mal’ak) of Yahuweh said to her, “You are pregnant
with a son. Call his name Ishmae(yisma’e’l — listen and obey, submit and be
obedient, i.e., Islam/Submissionjahuweh has heard of your affliction(‘ani —
distress and suffering, poverty and persecutioserng)’” (Genesis 16:11) He has
heard of Islam. In Hebrewjsmaa’e’l means “submission,” and in Arabisjam
means “submission.” Muhammad was right in claimingt he was a descendant
of Ishmael, and that his religion was Ishmael sgieh—a dogma responsible for
an avalanche of oppression, suffering, povertysqurtion, and misery.

Then this haunting prophec$He shall be a wild assof a man. His hand
will be against everyone and everyone’s hand willdagainst him. And he will
live in the presence of desert killers who screanfiery companions who inflict
woe.” (Genesis 16:12) Islam would also be noted for nsmasity toward
everyone as well as its violence. The most sucekasid ruthless barbarians in
human history poured out of Arabia following Muhaaufis death to savage most
of the known world; robbing, enslaving, oppressirgping, murdering and/or
hopelessly indoctrinating everyone in their wake.

So in a prophetic passage, the prototypical Islasniorist was described by
Yahweh 2,700 years before the first wild ass brayadahu Akbar!” The very
nature of the “iniquity which was not yet compléteas revealed. But the story
was not over. Ishmael’s wild asses, today'’s Islaihadists, will unite during the
Tribulation as the Magog Federation, and they wafitack Israel in unison. This
will in turn ignite World War lll, and cause the wle world to rise up against
them.

* * %
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The story that continues to unfold is the most celtimy ever written. It is
literally, the greatest story ever told. In theufth meeting;When ‘Abram was
ninety-nine years old, Yahuweh appearedra’ah — revealed himself and was
seen)as God to (‘el) ‘Abram and said, ‘I Am (‘aniy) God (‘el) Almighty
(shadday- the most powerful)Walk (halak — come and go, travel, journey,
come to exist, live, and engage) My presence (paniym— turning toward and
approaching Me, existing by My side, living face fewe, paying attention to,
considering, and respecting Mé&xist (hayah— be)upright in accord with the
truth (tamiym— continue into perpetuity showing integrity amdthfulness, be
complete, healthy, impeccable and unimpaired byihglfast to Me for support,
become innocent)And | will give as a gift (hatan— grant a reward, bestow a
present, ascribe, and entrust, devote and dediead®, pay for and providéjly
Covenant Relationship (beriyth — alliance, agreement, vow of marriage,
constitution, compact, treaty, binding oath of ridship, and partnership)
between (beyn— within, among and in the midst df)Je and you. And | will
cause you to increase and to thrive, multiplying yar (rabah — making you
exceedingly great inpower and strength (ma’od — energy and forceg)
(Genesis 17:1-2)

We are reminded that it is never too late. We aanecto know Yahweh and
serve Him at any point in our human existence. Yahwas in no hurry.
Abraham was a year shy of one-hundred when thigersation occurred.

Yahweh told Abram, and us through him, what the €&ant Relationship
was to entail, what He expected, and what He weinfj in return. Up to this
point, we had leaned that Yahweh was insistent #atam come out of
Babylon—the headwaters of the political and religioschemes contrived by
man. And while Yahweh had consistently introducechs$€lf by name, this time
He made a special point of confirming that He wad is8 God—the Almighty. He
clearly wanted Abraham to know His name, to userdisie, and to know what
His name represents. Using “Lord” in place of “Yatw not only destroys the
intimacy we should have in our relationship withrHlibut it also obliterates much
of the message, sentiment, and beauty in His Word.

The introduction to the Covenant Relationship dsgi¥ahuweh appearing as
God,” with our Heavenly Father “revealing Himsetfi Abraham so as “to be
seen” by him. For this to occur without incinergtifdis friend, God had to
become corporeal—that is to take on human form. dienished manifestation
of God in our time and space is Yahushua. His mgstwith Abraham depict His
second of seven advents.
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But the most important message is what follows.eBasgpon this instruction,
the initial Covenant requirement serves as a amafilon of what we have read
before. First and foremost, Yahweh wants us to watk Him. And there are
three aspects to “walking” that |1 don’t want you ross. First, those who are
walking are standing upright, not bowing down. Geants to be adored as our
father, not worshiped as a “lord.” Second, those wate walking are engaged and
active, not passive. Relationships are not for gpexs. Third, the Covenant is a
journey of discovery, a way of life. It is abouaveling through space and time
with Yahweh.

There is an additional aspect of “walk” that we @widocontemplate. There are
other forms of locomotion our Heavenly Father cohfile chosen. But you'll
notice that Yahweh did not say “stand at attenti®ather, He is indicating that
we are to be at ease with Him. He did not say “mar¢herefore, we are not
following orders. God did not say “run.” He isnhallenging us to perform. He
did not say “fly,” suggesting that He isn’t beyoadr reach. He didn’'t even say
“jlump,” because He hasn’t set up any obstacles dmtwus. God did not say
“ride,” either. Not only will He be providing theransport to heaven, a
relationship requires both parties to actively eyggaBut He did say “walk,”
because He wants us by His side, moving alongslifead together.

It bears repeating: Yahuweh wanted Abraham to leas¢ with Him, to walk
along side of Him, to be conversant with Him. Hd dot ask Abraham to praise
Him, to bow before His throne, or to put Him oneadpstal. These instructions are
the antithesis of that. | dare say, these may beesaf the most important words
in Scripture. Yahuweh has invited us to have atimglahip with Him. He did not
establish a religion. Further, this relationshighaour Maker is to be on a first-
name basis. We are to walk side-by-side, in Hisgmee, conversing with Him. If
you get nothing more out of this book than that, latyor and your time will be
rewarded in abundance.

Most English translations errantly say that “the RID' rather than
“Yahuweh,” told Abram to be “blameless” or “perféchile tamiymcan mean
those things, it is irrational to think that Yahwelould ask a man to do the
impossible. So to understand the next item on Yafsvést, “existing as upright,
sound, complete, unimpaired, and innocent” we ndesérmine if the term is a
condition or a benefit. If it is a benefit, there anly one requirement to be
included in the Covenant: walking in Yahweh'’s prese

If hayah tamiynis a condition, then we mortals have a problerméNof us
are “unimpaired or innocent,” nor are we “complatel sound, blameless without
defect.” Only Yahweh can renew and restore monaillssto “an unblemished
status, to a guiltless state of perfection.” If were to softerhayah tamiym,
however, to be “upright in conduct and sincere tiitumle,” then we’'d have a
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fighting chance. As sucthayah tamiymwould represent the most appropriate
attitude to exhibit in a family setting. So if theofter view is accurate, then
Yahweh simply wants us to be sincere, upright, manad truthful. We can do
those things. We cannot, however, be completeaméless without His help.

Within the etymology of both words we discover sameépful cluesHayahis
the basis of Yahweh's name: “| Was, | Am, and | VBié.” In relation to us, His
name infers that “we exist” so that “we can congiia be with Him.” Yahweh is
the power behind the verb, the force which cretitesesult.

Likewise, tamiymmeans “to obtain and acquire innocence, to grasiphald
onto perfection for support, to adhere to anotleeasto be held upright.” At the
heart of the Covenant is Yahweh'’s promise to viatias, declaring us innocent,
saving us, and thereby restoring us to perfeclitve. message of the Covenant is
that Yahweh stood upright for us so that we cowéthdé with Him. And that is
what | think these words mean.

Additionally, we are a work in process—a mere skaadd our Creator. But
those of us who have chosen to walk with God wellttansformed, magnified in
energy and dimensions, becoming more like our Makkat is why the basis of
tamiymmeans “to be finished and to be made complete.”

At the heart of this passage, the gift promised>enesis 17:1-2 i8eriyth,
meaning “Covenant Relationship.” It is based upen Hebrew wordshbeiyth
“home, family, and household,” arghrah, meaning “to nourish, providing that
which is needed to live and grow.” These things¥Yaahweh'’s gifts to those who
choose to walk with Him.

Speaking of presents, that's precisely whaegythis. It wasnathar—given
to us, made for us, applied, appointed, and asgitggeHim for our benefit. He
bestowed this gift—Abraham did nothing to earnritdeserve it. Abram’s only
contribution was a willingness to walk out of Bafayland walk with Yahweh.
That is all Yahweh requires from us as well.

If we were to boil the whole of Yahweh’'s witnessagioto a single term, it
would beberiyth God revealed Himself though the inspired writinggrophets,
wise men, and scribes in order to from a covenelationship with mankind. A
covenant is a “legally binding and valid agreentsstiveen parties to do, or not to
do, something which is specified.”

A covenant is a compact, a teWiebsterdefines as a “joining together, a
thing that is firmly built and solid, something tha expressed concisely to form a
close union.”

Webster'sdefinition of “league” is also relevant. It is advenant or compact
made between persons, parties or states for theqgpian or maintenance of
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common interests, for mutual assistance and seticées the “aggregation or
association of persons and parties for a commoh’goa

Interestingly,rabah, one of the last words used in this passage, isabeof
rabbi. It is easy to see why men covet the tithefidst person, it means “I am
great.” While there is the misconception that “rdbheans “teacher,” that just
isn’t so. It is one of man’s most egotistical ttle

In this context, Yahweh is telling Abram, and usotigh him, that by using
rabah that He will “rear us, caring for us so that weowrand live forever,”
“making us exceedingly greater than we are.” ppast of His gift. Moreover, by
analyzingrabah andma’od we discover that Yahuweh is not speaking about the
guantity of Abram’s descendants, as he has on pagoasion, but instead about
demonstrably and substantially increasing Abranttengith, his energy, his
power, and his ability to accomplish things. Siddeam lived the rest of his life
as a regular guy, a rather typical human, thesmises applied to the eternal and
spiritual realm. Therefore, the benefit of the Quevat, its result, is becoming
more like God; becoming more powerful and energdtite beneficiaries of the
Covenant will be magnified, inheriting God’s souroé energy as they are
transformed from mortal to spiritual.

Before we move on to the next verse in Genesigjragng our review of the
discussion between Abram and Yahweh, I'd be renfigsdidn’t affirm once
again that God said that He appeared visibly toaAbrThe patriarch was able to
see and inspect God. This was not the first, neddbt time. Yahushua appeared
in person to Adam, Abraham, Ya’agob, Moses, andughim the Old Covenant.
He initiated the Renewed Covenant with His redeweptidvent and will close it
with His return.

While God manifesting Himself in human form is cdetply consistent with
Scripture, it is completely inconsistent with Rabbal Judaism. In the opening
sentence defining the Covenant, Yahuweh destroyexl af the foundational
claims of the Jewish religion. In the third of Tteen Principles of Faith, that
define Judaism, Maimonides wrote: “G-d is incor@bre That is to say,
according to the rabbi, God cannot manifest Himaslfa physical being with a
body.

Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon, also known as Maimonides,Rambam (1135-
1204 CE) crafted the most widely accepted listimgl@wvish beliefs and laws.
Many would consider him the father of modern Judaisalthough | think that
title belongs to another scumbag, Rabbi Akiba. Hbe&s fellow responsible for
men replacing Yahweh'’s authority in the first plate the Oral Law replacing
the Torah, and for Jews being sent into exile fghteen centuries. But don't get
me started...
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Maimonides authored the massive Mishneh, a conqmlaif 613 manmade
Jewish laws arranged by subject. (To “depreciatese, read Ken Powerkhe
Owner’'s Manual available online ahttp://TheOwnersManual.ngtBut as I've
said, it is Rambam’s Thirteen Principles of Faltattform the most universally
accepted manifesto on the Jewish religion. Anchant, the rabbi said that God
cannot be seen. Therefore, based upon this vedsBamonides edict, either the
rabbi or Yahuweh is lying.

Fortunately, we don’'t have to guess who is beingeifil. The sixth of
Rambam’s 13 articles of faith says: “The wordshe prophets are true.” Moses
wrote Genesis 17:1. The Thirteen Principles of HFaigree. “Point 7: Moses’
prophecies are true, and Moses was the greatele girophets.” If what Moses
said was true, the rabbi is lying. It is as simgdethat. There is no other rational
option. This is just one of many contradictionsJudaism and Yahweh's Word
that lead to the unavoidable conclusion that Judalsy its own definition, is
false.

Considering the Source, the offer of a Covenantateiship was very
humbling stuff. And that’'s probably why Abram readtthe way he did. But pay
special attention to God’s replyThen ‘Abram fell (napal) in His presence
(panah, and God (‘elohym — the Mighty One)spoke to (debar — talked and
communed withhim, saying(amar— desiring and sharingHere | Am, look at
Me (‘aniy hineh. | have a Covenant Relationship(beriyth — a familial
association and personal partnershyth you. And you shall be(hayah— exist
as) a father (‘ab) of exceedingly rich(hamon— abundantly wealthy§sentiles
(gowyn).” (Genesis 17:3-4) It's hard to see up when you@skihg down, which
is why Yahweh'’s directions are the opposite ofrtstaprostrations.

The Gowym who have embraced the Covenant Relatipnahd who have
been adopted into our Heavenly Father’s family, iaceeed abundantly rich. As
part of our adoption, we inherit Yahweh'’s possassiewhich includes the entire
universe. While | don’t know how many of us thenme,athere is more than
enough to go around to exceed the promise of @imisev In addition, we are given
the greatest gift of all—eternal life in the preserof our Creator. During which
time, we ourselves are magnified, increased inggh&limensions, and capability.
And though our spiritual inheritance is what isngeidepicted here, to a lesser
degree, the passage could be prophetic of Ishmald&endants too—the
exceedingly rich Gowym infamously known as “OPECers

“No longer (lo’ ‘owd) shall your name be calledqgara’ shem- preached and
proclaimed, read and recited, summonedpram, but your proper and
personal name(shem- designation and positioshall be ‘Abraham (‘abraham
— a compound ofab, father, anchamon of the abundantly wealthylor | have
given (natan you the designation of(kiy) father (‘ab) of the exceedingly rich
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(hamon— abundantly wealthyfsentiles (gowyn).” (Genesis 17:5) Beyond the
fact that the primary meaning bamonandgowymare as I've rendered them in
these passages, the reason I've not translated alsemany people” consistent
with English bibles, is because it's irrelevant andonsistent. If Yahweh were
saying that the benefit of the Covenant Relatignstis an abundant number of
Yahuwdym, then He would have us&uan, the familial term for people which
specifically includes Jews as opposedgtiwym meaning foreign populations.
Moreover, the number of Jews has been and contitud® limited by their
religious enemies. And while | understand that ehare over a billion Muslims
who claim to have descended from Ishmael, theyaliradversaries, and thus
counterproductive to this partnership. After allah¥weh dedicated the previous
chapter to demeaning Ishmael, so His evaluatidslaim is well attested.

The only meaningful message here, and one in caeplarmony with the
words themselves, especially the Covenant, isdbhatHeavenly Father through
this familial relationship adopts foreigners intasHamily, and these spiritual
children inherit all that is God’s to give, makitttem abundantly rich. And since
we all begin life, Yahuwdym and Gowym, outside odd3® family and home,
initially, we are all foreigners.

Moving on, according to Yahweh, not only will thadde adopts by way of the
Covenant be abundantly wealthy, there will be afathildren to harvestl will
make you exceedingly(ma’'od) fruitful (parah — producing an abundant
harvest) And | will entrust you (natan — bestow you}o (la) the Gentiles
(gowyn) and there will be kingdoms(meleR produced because ofyasa’ mir)
you.” (Genesis 17:6)

“I will stand up and establish (quwm — restore and raise up, fulfill and
accomplish, ratify and confirmyly Covenant Relationship (beriyth — personal
and familial associationpetween (bayin — within) Me and you, and between
Me and your offspring (zera’ — seed and descendants, your extended family)
after (‘achar) you in their dwelling places and generations(dowr —
households) for an eternal and everlasting (‘olam — endless) Covenant
Relationship (beriyth — familial association)existing yesterday, today, and
tomorrow (hayal) on behalf of and according to(la — in relation to and
concerning)God (‘elohiym— the Mighty Onepand your offspring (zera’ — seed
and descendantsfter you (‘aharon ‘atah— until the very last of you) (Genesis
17:7)

Yahuweh is serious about Hieriyth He has vouched for it, and He desires
it. By saying that He is going to “stand up for aestablish” the Covenant
Relationship, He is announcing the central plankhef Migra’ey, predicting the
message of the Messiyah, and conveying the means tealvation. Because God
stood up for us, we are restored and establishad, ta walk with Him in a
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familial relationship which leads to being raisqdta His heavenly home—Iiving
forever.

The Beriyth is established on behalf of God, meaning thatas \wreated for
His benefit, even though we are the primary berafies. That means that
Yahweh gains something from these familial relatlops. He receives our love.
He enjoys companionship. It is the reason we are. he

In the verses which follow, Yahweh instructs Abnaihand his descendants to
value the Covenant Relationship and to heed ityvigioms. Infidelity in this
regard would not be tolerated. So, as a sign of @owenant, Abraham’s
descendants were to be circumcised. The coveritigeabusiness end of the male
anatomy responsible for consummating a marriagepaoducing offspring was
to be “cut off and separated’—set apart. The Conkergabout bearing children
and building a family by way of a monogamous maeiaelationship. Yahweh
didn’t want anyone to miss this point.

After discussing circumcisioriGod said to Abraham, As for Sarai (saray—
from sar meaning princessyour wife (‘yshsah— female individual and woman)
you shall not call her by the name Sarai, but Saralsarah— meaning to strive
and contend with, to be empowered by, and to persg¢shall be her name.”
(Genesis 17:15) Names are important to Yahweh. Hfagll us something. For
example, Sarah, who serves as the mother of Yahmywayas named “to strive, to
be empowered, and to persevere”—each of which @oaenant benefit. Her
name forms the middle portion of Yisra’el, a compduerm comprised dfsh,
individual whosarah strives with, is empowered by, and perseveresise of
and alongsidél, God.

Speaking of the greater good that would come froanals namely the
Messiyah, Yahweh saidt will kneel down and bless (barak) her. Moreover, |
will give you a son from her” (Genesis 17:16)

At this point, we find absolute confirmation tha&etCovenant Relationship
was a relaxed affair‘Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed(sahaq-
mockingly) muttering to himself, ‘A son born to a man who is ahundred?
Sarah, a woman who is ninety years old shall havechild?”” (Genesis 17:17)
Yahweh, who incidentally is God, and thus the Greaf the universe and the
architect of life, made a prophetic promise andahlam doubled over and fell
down in laughter.

To add insult to injury, after mocking the Almightthe old guy started
negotiating with God:Then Abraham said to God, ‘What about Ishmael
(yishma’e’l — submission, individual who hears and ob2ySpuld he exist in
your presence?’(Genesis 17:18)God said, ‘No.”
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Yahweh customarily layers His responses with midtievels of potential
meanings. He often laces them with prophetic anddidaic references. He
answers questions with analogies, using beautitntal imagery. He does these
things to get us thinking, and so that we will eggyanore deeply in the process
and get to know Him better, growing to trust Hinnotlagh an appreciation of the
unending brilliance and intricacies in His Word., Sehen Yah's answer is
nothing more than “No,” it's pretty darn obvioustiHe’s making sure there is no
mistaking His feelings on the matter. Abraham hadake from this the same
message that we do; that Yahweh was saying motdismatter by using one
simple word than could be communicated with anyeotmount or combination
of words.

This little exchange is as important as any we'sasidered thus far. By
Yahweh'’s standard, Ishmael was a colossal mistakst, by fathering a child
outside of the marriage covenant, Abram’s exampase im complete conflict with
the nature ofthe Covenant. Theberiyth is about marriage (in the sense of
commitment); it's about faithfulness (in the sen$enonogamy); it's about unity
(in the sense of a father and mother becoming @peaduce children); it's about
family (in the sense of nurturing, protecting, wiok together, and sharing); and
it's about love (in the sense of genuine passiahsacrificial devotion). That was
all torn asunder when Abram, who was married t@iSanpregnated a slave girl.
That was not acceptable, so Yahweh said “No.”

Second, by giving up, and having a child througihybunger woman, Abram
was demonstrating that he did not trust God tovdelon His promises. As such,
Sarai's alternative plan (the self-reliant solujiowith which Abram agreed,
violated the primary principle of the Covenant Rielaship. God commits to
bestowing the following: salvation by way of reddimp and vindication, an
overwhelming increase in power and energy, etetifi@al with Him in the
Promised Realm, adoption into his family, and thieeritance of all that is His.
To receive these gifts man must seek to know Yahareh come to trust Him;
man must choose to walk with Yahweh and come te lgim; and man must
come to rely upon Yahweh'’s plan—His solution (nots). Abram chose his way
over God’s way. That was not acceptable, so Yalsadéh“No.”

Third, Abraham was asking Yahweh to compromise as tbre values.
Abraham knew, as do I, that God is negotiable.alct,fHe loves to engage in
give-and-take discussions because they are edsagtiadients to a partnership,
of an agreement, of a reciprocal relationship, ofariage, and of a family. Give
and take is what the Covenant is all about. Go@gjivs something and takes
something from us in return. We give God somethang we take something
from Him in the exchange. But, and this is a héladut, if you want God to
work with you on something, if you want Him to acegce to something you
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want, then don’t ask for something in conflict wits nature or plan. Abram’s
proposal was inconsistent with the Covenant Relatipp. That was not
acceptable, so Yahweh said “No.”

While Abraham was positioning Ishmael to be the diierary of the
Covenant, all he asked Yahweh to consider was allpwhe bastard child to
“exist in His presence.” “No,” was the answer. lsm’t: “Let me think about it.”
It wasn’t: “Maybe.” It wasn't: “Let's discuss it fther.” It wasn’'t, “In
consideration of this change of events, perhapscadd...” It was: “No.”
Ishmael could not exist in Yahweh'’s presence. Why?

Ishmael wasn’t adopted into Yahweh’s family. Herdidjet to know Yahweh
or choose to walk with Him. He didn't love God aely upon Him. Ishmael
hightailed it toward Babylon and away from the Pised Land. He would spend
his life in league with Lord Ba’al.

When it comes to adoption in Yah’'s family, there a0 exceptions. Just
because he was Abraham’s son, just because heona#lthe right place and at
the right time, just because he was rich, just beede was handsome and handy,
just because his dad was connected, and just edeupleaded with God, it
didn’'t matter. When it comes to admission into Kiseesence, God will not
compromise. He can'’t. If He did, His Word, and #fere He Himself, would be
inconsistent, untrustworthy, and imperfect. Andt'haomething a perfect being
cannot do. There is one way, and only one way. iNgtilse counts. There are no
exceptions. Period. End of conversation. “No.”

If you've got a problem with that, if you think st'unloving and intolerant, too
bad. Don’t bother complaining to me or Him. It'ssHiouse. You don’t have to go
there if you don’t like Him or his rules.

God did not however, treat Ishmael poorly. The tindss” came to father
twelve sons, and he became rich and powerful. Arigeeping with the prophecy,
Ishmael became the patriarch of a vast nation—IslBitions would become
“wild asses, raising their hands in hostility.”

What's interesting at this point, is that God dat give up on Abraham or on
His plan. He simply got back to business. Thissta that Yahweh is willing to
accept and work with flawed implements. (Thank gus$, or I'd be
unemployed.)ySarah, your wife, shall have a child, bearing yourson, and you
shall call his name: ‘Yishaq(yishag— laughter) | will stand up and establish
(quwmqguwm-— restore and raise up, fulfill and accomplishifyaand confirm)
My Covenant Relationship (beriyth — familial association)with him—an
eternal and everlasting family relationship (beriyth — personal partnership)
with his offspring after him.” (Genesis 17:19)
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“Laughter!” The first child accepted into the Coash was named for its
purpose. We entertain Yahweh; we amuse Him. Wegkaiamile to His face. We
make Yah happy. He enjoys getting to know us. Wesedsod to laugh and have
a good time. The Covenant is for “Laughter!”
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